AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.111 
Appln. No.: 09/626,078 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

The status of the claims is as follows: 



V Of V ^ (Currently Amended) A connection managing method of a digital interface for 
pOTbrming a connection management for ^ plurality of devices connected by a digital interface, 
the plurality devices including operation ifriodes having a normal mode for performing a usual 
operation prescribed in4he _a digital interface standard and a private mode for performing an 
operation which selectively controls4hlB_an external device, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) establishing the private mpde as an operation mode in a first arbitrary device m 
r e sponse to a user's command ; 

(b) the first device identifying devices having #t«-a.right to access related registers to 
store in itself information relating to the identified devices; 

(c) the first device deterfnining whether there is a request for access to the related 
registers by a third-party deviee; 

(d) determining whet)1er the third-party device is included in the previously stored 
devices if there is a request 

(e) the first device Accepting the request of the third-party device if the third-party device 
is determined to be included in the devices stored in the step (d); and 

(f) the first devide returning an error code to the third-party device, which indicates that 
the first device cannot accept the request, if the third-party device is not determined to be 
included in the devices stored in the step (d). 
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2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the establishment of the operation 

mode is made on the basis of the overall device, subumt, or a specific output plug, and in the step 

(a) a private mode is established in the overall device, subunit, or a specific output plug. 

Claims 3 and 4 (canceled). 

5. (Previously amended) The/method of claim 1, wherein (a) comprises: 
(a-1) the user sending a request vhdicating that a bit stream output from the first device 
and display on a second device intends to be managed privately to the second device; and 

(a-2) the second device usii)g a specific command to relay the request to the first device. 

Claims 6-8 (canceled). 



9. (Previously Amended) The method of any of claims 1, 2 and 5, wherein the 
digital interface conform^ to the IEEE 1394 standard. 
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